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AEP Will Close 1,300-MW Indiana Coal Unit
07/18/2019 | Darrell Proctor

A federal judge in Ohio on July 18 approved American Electric Power’s (AEP’s) plan to close
Unit 1 of its two-unit, 2,600-MW coal-fired Rockport Plant in Indiana. The modified consent de-
cree approved by the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Ohio on Thursday is the
latest chapter in a long-running dispute among AEP, the Sierra Club, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), and several states.
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lead-the-energy-revolution/?
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 Interactive Feature

How Utilities Can Lead the Energy Revolution
(https://www.powermag.com/long-form-stories/helping-utilities-lead-the-
energy-revolution/?
utm_source=PowerMag&utm_medium=ContentBox&utm_campaign=URCascade)
As industry leaders adopt new energy
generation sources and new technologies to
transmit and distribute that energy, they
struggle to increase operational efficiencies,
decrease outages and improve CAIDI, SAIDI,
and SAIFI scores while maintaining safety and
reducing their TRIR.
Learn how to solve emerging power generation
and T&D challenges in this new interactive
feature brought to you by United Rentals.

The Rockport consent agreement (https://www.powermag.com/wp-content/up-
loads/2019/07/document_gw_02.pdf) has been updated five times since 2007. That’s when
AEP reached a deal with states, environmental groups, and the EPA to settle charges that the
utility’s expansion of the Rockport plant occurred without the proper permits, and without in-
stalling the best available emissions controls, as required by federal law.

As part of the court battle, AEP two years ago was ordered to install scrubbers at Rockport’s
Unit 2, a move that the utility said would have cost it $1.4 billion. The judge’s ruling today
means the utility will not have to make that upgrade.

AEP in a news release Thursday said: “American Electric Power today announced that the U.S.
District Court for the Southern District of Ohio has approved a modified agreement that will
accelerate emissions reductions from the company’s remaining coal-fueled power plants in
the Midwest, eliminate a requirement to install high-cost emission reduction equipment at the
company’s Rockport Plant in Rockport, Indiana, and retire Rockport Plant Unit 1 (1,300
megawatts) by the end of 2028.”

Unit 1 at Rockport came online in 1984. Unit 2 entered commercial service in 1989. The plant is
located about 35 miles east of Evansville, Indiana, along the Ohio River. Rockport was honored
as Large Plant of the Year (https://www.powermag.com/top-plants-rockport-power-plant-
rockport-indiana/) by the Powder River Basin Coal Users’ Group in 2009.

The Rockport announcement comes one day after Colorado-based Tri-State Generation and
Transmission Association announced it would move up the closing date (https://www.power-
mag.com/press-releases/tri-state-announces-transformative-responsible-energy-plan/) for its
coal-fired Nucla Station in western Colorado. Tri-State said it plans to retire the plant in early
2020; it originally was set to be closed by year-end 2022.

The Sierra Club in a news release Thursday said the closure of Unit 1 at Rockport makes it the
largest coal-fired unit to announce retirement since the environmental group in 2010 began
pushing for the closure of U.S. coal plants. The group said almost 145 GW of coal-fired genera-
tion has been retired this decade.

The U.S. Energy Information Administration earlier this year said coal’s share of U.S. power
generation is expected to average about 24% this year, down from 27% in 2018.

‘Focused on Renewable Generation’

“We invested nearly $9 billion in capital since 2000 to drastically cut emissions from our coal-
fueled power plants,” AEP CEO Nicholas Akins said in a statement Thursday. “Today, our in-
vestments are focused on renewable generation and advanced technologies that enhance
service for our customers. This shift in focus achieves ongoing emission reductions and pro-
vides the resources and services that our customers have told us they expect from their ener-
gy company.”

AEP throughout the process has denied allegations that the utility violated provisions of New
Source Review (NSR), a Clean Air Act permitting program. The Trump administration has said
it wants to revise NSR.

U.S. District Judge Edmund Sargus did not make a final decision on whether AEP violated
EPA’s NSR rules. Groups arguing against the utility said AEP did modifications to its power
plants without the proper permits, and was not installing the best technology to control plant
emissions of sulfur dioxide (SO ) and nitrogen oxides (NO ).

Earlier Targets for Emissions Reduction
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With Thursday’s modification of the original settlement agreement, AEP’s Indiana Michigan
Power operating unit now will operate enhanced dry sorbent injection equipment on the two
coal units at Rockport beginning in 2021, resulting in an SO emissions rate of 10,000 tons or
less annually. The original agreement called for those emissions levels to be reached in 2029.

Indiana Michigan Power also will use selective catalytic reduction (SCR) technology on Unit 2
at Rockport no later than June 1, 2020, to reduce NO emissions. AEP also will cut annual
SO emissions from its Midwest coal plants to 89,000 tons per year by 2029, compared with the
current cap of 113,000 tons per year.

Margrethe Kearney, senior attorney with the Environmental Law & Policy Center, the counsel
for 11 of the citizens groups arguing against AEP, in a statement said: “This agreement is a
substantial step in the right direction, reducing emissions and ensuring the retirement of a
significant source of pollution in Indiana.”

AEP in a news release said it has retired more than 8,600 MW of coal-fired generation since
2011, and it plans to retire another 1,100 MW by the end of 2020. The utility said it has started
operation of 724 MW of wind power and battery storage, and plans to add more than 9,100
MW of wind and solar generation by 2030.

—Darrell Proctor is a POWER associate editor (@DarrellProctor1, @POWERmagazine).
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responsible-energy-plan/)
Siemens Gamesa conditionally awarded
largest U.S. offshore wind power order to

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvofLMz1dHoX4QwHoUWSI25-n-X8iqgbzVYN3WvKsOZZZbSq0wBsyqnwI7zFMs-Sec1o5wAnQMxt-3f0jFEiQ5-6ZENIyEYLTFjrb0k1HlQ6uvfO9YmObB4OkEY-iDJQITJ6cCRBcmYaOq_TEPkQyBkux3C9QoIkeILTLMP6NJ2nwvZsqhtLtuBVUQ6BqqtZjiEmLhVBKgJjgWlzhkJ5YOwQa-BsnPJjwyNa9IiOym5wYJDWqnv-GAOTzwF8ZEMyO5v-aLvWzVHgU8M28DpnUR5&sai=AMfl-YSjTDnq0Sl41GabTKJ_Rbfp3C2jNm9R5RW7C9WuxJ9ZBgbpo9SrzHrRyZ6ixwnXBGK2QQZMHEccWw-bOEY0uox1J5ZSXJvv_g-DSBhieQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzGclKBlAOv7k&adurl=https://www.ieeet-d.org/%3Futm_source%3DPowerMag%26utm_medium%3DBanner%26utm_campaign%3DExhibitor
https://www.powermag.com/videos/
https://www.powermag.com/videos/generator-stator-rewind/
https://www.powermag.com/videos/sulzer-the-service-partner-to-keep-your-operations-running/
https://www.powermag.com/videos/?tag=sulzer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=grcIeJOr7ys
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCaqdczVtgu8UtmuScsY9zQ
https://www.powermag.com/oldest-u-s-nuclear-plant-shuts-down/
https://www.powermag.com/power-video-archive/
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FROM THE WIRE

Solar Operations' Giant Testing Lab
Facilitates Product Innovation
(https://www.powermag.com/from-the-
wire/?rkey=20190718CL17204&filter=15633)
Environmental Assessment Process Begins
In Canada For Proposed Small Modular
Reactor Featuring USNC Technology
(https://www.powermag.com/from-the-
wire/?rkey=20190717SF15538&filter=15633)
President Trump Announces that the
Significant Challenges Facing U.S. Uranium
Mining Are a National Security Issue
(https://www.powermag.com/from-the-
wire/?rkey=20190713LA12277&filter=15633)
There Has Been No Announced Decision
with Respect to the Uranium Section 232
Trade Action
(https://www.powermag.com/from-the-
wire/?rkey=20190712LA11782&filter=15633)
Mesothelioma Compensation Center Now
Appeals to a Nuclear Power Worker with
Mesothelioma or their family to Call Them
Anytime for Direct Access to Attorney Erik
Karst of Karst von Oiste-Get to The Front of
Line for Compensation

date: 1.7 GW from Ørsted and Eversource
(https://www.powermag.com/press-
releases/siemens-gamesa-conditionally-
awarded-largest-u-s-offshore-wind-power-
order-to-date-1-7-gw-from-orsted-and-
eversource/)
NYPA AND RENSSELAER LAB
COLLABORATION TO RESEARCH CLEANER
GRID TECHNOLOGIES
(https://www.powermag.com/press-
releases/nypa-and-rensselaer-lab-
collaboration-to-research-cleaner-grid-
technologies/)
PGE unveils first-of-its-kind ‘Smart Grid
Testbed’
(https://www.powermag.com/press-
releases/pge-unveils-first-of-its-kind-smart-
grid-testbed/)
HEI™ (High Energy Ionizer) Wet Electrostatic
Precipitator Offers Major Breakthrough in
State-of-the-Art Fine Particulate Control
(https://www.powermag.com/press-
releases/hei-high-energy-ionizer-wet-
electrostatic-precipitator-offers-major-
breakthrough-in-state-of-the-art-fine-
particulate-control/)More (http://www.powermag.com/press-

releases/)
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(https://www.powermag.com/from-the-
wire/?rkey=20190710PH07691&filter=15633)

More news (https://www.powermag.com/from-
the-wire/?start=1&filter=15633)
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UPCOMING EVENTS

POWERGEN Asia, 09/03 - 09/05
(www.powergenasia.com )
POWER WEEK ASIA, 11/11 - 11/15
(www.power-week.com/Asia)
2020 IEEE PES Transmission & Distribution
Conference & Exhibition, 04/20 - 04/23
(https://www.ieeet-d.org/?
utm_source=PowerMag&utm_medium=EventListing)
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