
A Polish trade union has issued a joint statement with a notorious
American climate science denial group, rejecting the scientific consensus
on climate change.

The statement, signed by the Chicago-based Heartland Institute and the trade
union Solidarity was released as UN climate talks took place in Katowice, the
centre of Poland’s coal heartland region of Silesia.

The talks, known as Cop24, are widely considered to be the most important
climate meeting since the 2015 summit in Paris and will aim to finalise the
rulebook to implement the Paris Agreement.

In the statement, the trade union Solidarity and the Heartland Institute express
“skepticism of the assertions of the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) that the world stands at the edge of a
climate catastrophe”.

On their patron saint’s day, Polish miners pray for a decent future

In October, the IPCC released a report saying the world had 12 years to reduce
its emissions by 45% and take “transformative and unprecedented” measures
to hold global warming to 1.5C. Beyond that threshold, it warned of serious
impacts including a virtual wipe-out of coral reefs.
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In a joint statement with US denialist think-tank the Heartland Institute, Solidarity
expressed scepticism of UN conclusions on the dangers of global warming

Solidarity is a historically important and influential trade union network in Poland (Pic: Flickr/Mariusz Cieszewski)

By Chloé Farand for DeSmog UK

Become a CHN sponsor  

 

 

 

 

Embed View on Twitter

Tweets by @ClimateHome

Today's Katowice brief: What does Japan’s money
buy? buff.ly/2B5cPlp

 

Explore our Katowice climate power list, some of the
political movers key to deciding the future of the
Paris Agreement at Cop24: buff.ly/2UefQrY

Climate Home News
@ClimateHome

Climate Home News
@ClimateHome

Sponsored content

Heatwaves are a silent killer in
African cities

https://www.heartland.org/_template-assets/documents/Solidarity%20Heartland%20Communique%202018%20COP24.pdf
http://www.climatechangenews.com/2018/12/04/patron-saints-day-polish-miners-pray-decent-future/
https://twitter.com/ChloeFarand?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
http://www.climatechangenews.com/sponsorship-and-advertising/
https://publish.twitter.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FClimateHome
https://twitter.com/ClimateHome
https://twitter.com/ClimateHome
https://twitter.com/intent/like?tweet_id=1070667687376891905
https://t.co/WHahtyuirA
https://t.co/8xKc49YzAP
https://twitter.com/ClimateHome
https://twitter.com/ClimateHome
https://twitter.com/ClimateHome/status/1070667687376891905/photo/1
http://www.climatechangenews.com/2018/12/06/polish-trade-union-solidarity-rejects-climate-science-consensus/#
https://twitter.com/ClimateHome
https://twitter.com/ClimateHome
https://twitter.com/ClimateHome/status/1070656862348029954/photo/1
https://www.greenclimate.fund/
https://www.signify.com/global/about
https://www.climateinvestmentfunds.org/
http://www.futureclimateafrica.org/
http://nordea.com/
https://www.unilever.com/
https://www.cjrfund.org/
http://www.sei.org/
http://www.climatechangenews.com/2018/05/23/climate-home-news-wins-online-media-award/
http://www.climatechangenews.com/2018/11/29/heatwaves-silent-killer-african-cities/


The Solidarity-Heartland statement adds that “neither organisation opposes
the goal of clean air nor supports the elimination of coal from the world’s
energy portfolio” and calls on “an end to the war on science and scientists by
powerful state-backed forces”.

It is signed by James Taylor, senior fellow at the Heartland Institute, Jaroslaw
Grzesik, the chairman of Solidarity’s energy and mining secretariat and
Dominik Kolorz, the president of the Solidarity in the Silesian region.

The statement was issued after Solidarity representatives met members from
the Heartland Institute on the fringe of Cop24 in Katowice. Both parties agreed
to “begin working together more closely to advance sound, science-based
public policy” as well as “educating the public and policymakers on climate
policy” with a focus on educating young people.

Solidarity said it had translated the Heartland Institute’s latest report into
Polish and was “very satisfied by the new science and policy presentations”.

Poland calls for ‘solidarity’ with industrial workers in climate talks

On Tuesday, the Heartland Institute held an event in Katowice city
centre claiming that the fact global warming is caused by increasing carbon
dioxide in the atmosphere was “climate totalitarianism” propaganda invented
by “the socialist internationalist green movement”.

DeSmog UK attempted to report on the event but was denied accreditation by
the Heartland Institute.

Only 10 people are reported to have attended the event, which was live-
streamed on Youtube and had been watched by about 50 people at the time of
writing, according to the video platform.

The alliance between Solidarity and the Heartland Institute will come as a
blow to the Polish government, which has so far balanced urging progress on
finalising the Paris rulebook with reluctance to significantly reduce the share
of coal in its energy mix.

Poland relies on coal for 80% of its electricity and a significant share of
household heating. A draft government proposal could see coal’s share of
power generation reduced to 60% by 2030.

At the start of the conference, Polish president Andrzej Duda said climate
change needs to be tackled, but not at the expense of the coal workers who
made the Silesia region thrive as an industrial centre.

This article was produced by DeSmog UK

Related Posts:

1. UN climate conference 2018 heads to heartland of Polish coal
2. Polish government split over coal ahead of UN climate summit
3. Poland calls for ‘solidarity’ with industrial workers in climate talks
4. Polish police set to restrict protest and gather personal data at UN

climate talks

Read more on: Climate Politics | Climate Science | COP24 | Poland

Latest News

Most popular

1
Katowice climate power list

2
Global NGO chief suspended
after bullying, inappropriate
conduct allegations

3
Climate leadership collapse
leaves UN chief with a daunting
task

4
Know your NDCs from your
LMDCs: A climate diplomacy
glossary

5
Paris Agreement fight could
push US out permanently, warn
top Obama officials

Connected LED lighting gives
Shanghai’s skyline an eco-friendly
facelift

The unglamourous glory of safer
streets

Preparing water supply for hurricane
impacts in Barbados

Solar infrastructure drives a brighter
future across India

Polish trade union Solidarity rejects
climate science consensus

Katowice brief: What does Japan’s
money buy?

Japan bids for top climate finance job,
citing $1.5bn contribution

The Paris Agreement rulebook
explained

Katowice Brief: The first test

https://www.desmog.co.uk/2018/12/05/cop24-climate-science-denial-disinformation-and-fake-news-un-climate-talks
http://www.climatechangenews.com/2018/12/03/poland-calls-solidarity-industrial-workers-climate-talks/
https://www.desmog.co.uk/2018/12/05/cop24-climate-science-denial-disinformation-and-fake-news-un-climate-talks
https://www.desmog.co.uk/2018/12/05/cop24-climate-science-denial-disinformation-and-fake-news-un-climate-talks
http://wbj.pl/poland-plans-to-use-60-of-coal-for-energy-by-2030/
http://www.climatechangenews.com/2018/12/03/poland-calls-solidarity-industrial-workers-climate-talks/
https://www.desmog.co.uk/2018/12/06/polish-trade-union-and-climate-science-denial-group-issue-statement-rejecting-scientific-consensus-climate-change
http://www.climatechangenews.com/2017/06/01/un-climate-conference-2018-heads-heartland-polish-coal/
http://www.climatechangenews.com/2018/11/21/polish-government-split-coal-ahead-un-climate-summit/
http://www.climatechangenews.com/2018/12/03/poland-calls-solidarity-industrial-workers-climate-talks/
http://www.climatechangenews.com/2018/01/22/polish-police-set-restrict-protest-gather-personal-data-un-climate-talks/
http://www.climatechangenews.com/category/policy/
http://www.climatechangenews.com/category/climate-science/
http://www.climatechangenews.com/category/policy/cop24/
http://www.climatechangenews.com/tag/poland/
http://www.climatechangenews.com/2018/12/03/katowice-climate-power-list/
http://www.climatechangenews.com/2018/11/26/global-ngo-chief-suspended-bullying-inappropriate-conduct-allegations/
http://www.climatechangenews.com/2018/12/02/climate-leadership-collapse-leaves-un-chief-daunting-task/
http://www.climatechangenews.com/2018/11/30/know-ndcs-lmdcs-climate-diplomacy-glossary/
http://www.climatechangenews.com/2018/12/03/paris-agreement-fight-push-us-permanently-warn-top-obama-officials/
http://www.climatechangenews.com/2018/11/22/connected-led-lighting-gives-shanghais-skyline-eco-friendly-facelift/
http://www.climatechangenews.com/2018/11/13/unglamourous-glory-safer-streets/
http://www.climatechangenews.com/2018/11/08/preparing-water-supply-hurricane-impacts-barbados/
http://www.climatechangenews.com/2018/11/05/solar-infrastructure-drives-brighter-future-across-india/
http://www.climatechangenews.com/2018/12/06/polish-trade-union-solidarity-rejects-climate-science-consensus/
http://www.climatechangenews.com/2018/12/06/katowice-brief-can-japans-cash-buy/
http://www.climatechangenews.com/2018/12/05/japan-bids-top-climate-finance-job-citing-1-5bn-contribution/
http://www.climatechangenews.com/2018/12/05/paris-agreement-rulebook-explained/
http://www.climatechangenews.com/2018/12/04/katowice-brief-first-test/


© 2018 Climate Home News Ltd. All rights reserved. Privacy policy

http://www.climatechangenews.com/privacy-policy/

