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Polish coal imports jump, Russia biggest
supplier

2  M I N  R E A D

WARSAW (Reuters) - Poland’s thermal coal imports for the first nine months of the
year almost doubled versus the same period in 2017 to 11.8 million tonnes, most of
which came from Russia, data from the state-run Industrial Development Agency
(ARP) showed on Monday.

While Poland’s ruling Law and Justice party (PiS) has said it will reduce reliance on
Russian oil and gas, coal imports from Russia rose to 9.3 million tonnes from the start
of the year until the end of September from 5.2 million over the same period a year ago,

A bulldozer works on a heap of coal at the Zeran Heat Power Plant in Warsaw, Poland November 4,
2017. Picture taken November 4, 2017. REUTERS/Kacper Pempel
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the data showed.

Coal imports from Russia in the first three quarters of the year are already higher than
in 2017 and 2016 when Poland bought from Russia 8.7 million tonnes and 5.2 million
tonnes respectively.

Poland’s annual coal imports had already risen in 2017 to almost 13 million tonnes
from 8.3 million in 2016 as domestic production fell because of limited investment in
Polish state mines. Poland also turned to the United States for increased supplies.

In the first three quarters of this year, Poland’s thermal coal imports from the U.S.
increased to 771,253 tonnes from 151,083 tonnes a year earlier.

Poland, which is hosting U.N. climate talks over the next two weeks, generates most of
its electricity from coal.

The PiS, which won the 2015 election partly on promises to maintain coal, plans to
reduce the use of the polluting fuel, but gradually. A draft version of Poland’s long-term
energy strategy lays out plans to reduce the share of coal in power production to around
60 percent by 2030 from around 80 percent now.

Before the global climate talks started on Sunday, the energy ministry announced it
planned to build a new coal mine, partly in response to the rising coal imports and
dwindling Polish output. Poland’s hard coal production fell to 66 million tonnes last
year from 71 million in 2016.

Reporting by Agnieszka Barteczko, editing by Ed Osmond

Our Standards: The Thomson Reuters Trust Principles.
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Naturalist Attenborough urges climate
meet to tackle 'greatest threat in thousands
of years'

Barbara Lewis, Anna Koper 5  M I N  R E A D

KATOWICE, Poland (Reuters) - British broadcaster and environmentalist David
Attenborough on Monday urged world leaders, meeting in Poland to agree ways to limit
global warming, to get on and tackle “our greatest threat in thousands of years”.

Known for countless nature films, Attenborough has gained prominence recently with
his “Blue Planet II” series, which highlighted the devastating effect of pollution on the
oceans.

“Leaders of the world, you must lead,” said the naturalist, given a “People’s seat” at the
two-week U.N. climate conference in the Polish coal city of Katowice alongside two
dozen heads of state and government.

“The continuation of our civilisations and the natural world upon which we depend, is
in your hands,” he said.

The world is currently on course to overshoot by far the limits for global warming
agreed in the landmark 2015 Paris accord on climate change, which were intended to
prevent more extreme weather, rising sea levels and the loss of plant and animal
species.
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The Katowice talks are billed as the most important U.N. conference since Paris,
coming ahead of an end-of-year deadline to agree a “rule book” on enforcing action.

Yet political and U.N. leaders have been struggling to inject urgency into two weeks of
haggling on how to move on from fossil fuels to give practical effect to the Paris accord.

Representatives of some of the most powerful countries and biggest polluters were
conspicuous by their absence, and the United States is quitting the U.N. climate
process.

To maximise the chances of success in Poland, technical talks began on Sunday, a day
early, with delegates from nearly 200 nations debating how to meet the Paris target of
limiting global warming to between 1.5 and 2.0 degrees Celsius (2.7 and 3.6
Fahrenheit).

“WAVE OF OPTIMISM HAS BROKEN”

Michal Kurtyka, Poland’s deputy environment minister and president of the talks, said
that without success in Katowice, Paris would not be a success, as it had only decided
what was needed, not how it could be done.

Moreover, the wider political environment had changed.

World renowned naturalist Sir David Attenborough delivers the “People’s Seat” address during the
opening of COP24 UN Climate Change Conference 2018 in Katowice, Poland December 3, 2018.
REUTERS/Kacper Pempel



“The wave of optimism and global cooperation that carried us to and through Paris has
now crested, broken and is now tumbling,” he told delegates.

He nevertheless took heart from a G20 statement at the weekend when the leading
industrialised nations - except the United States - reaffirmed their commitment to
implementing the Paris deal.

A series of reports in the run-up to the Katowice
conference have made clear the widening gap
between high-level rhetoric and actual work to cut
emissions, which have continued to rise.

“It is hard to overstate the urgency of our situation,”
U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres said.

“Climate change is running faster than we are and we
must catch up sooner rather than later before it is too
late.”

Attenborough told the delegates: “Right now, we are facing a man-made disaster of
global scale. Our greatest threat in thousands of years. Climate Change.”

Yet expectations for Katowice are low.

The host nation Poland is committed to coal, the most polluting
of fossil fuels. It is calling for a “just transition” to provide help
for communities dependent on fossil fuels.

Riots in Paris at the weekend, partly in protest at fuel taxes, also
illustrate the conundrum: how do politicians introduce long-
term environmental policies without inflicting costs on voters

that may damage their chances of re-election?

To contain warming at 1.5C, man-made global net carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions will
need to fall by about 45 percent by 2030 from 2010 levels and reach “net zero” by mid-
century, according to the U.N. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).

Delegates at the talks said sticking points were likely to include finance and the level of
scrutiny associated with monitoring individual nations’ emissions.

The U.N. has a goal of raising $100 billion every year from 2020 for climate action. To
inject momentum, the World Bank Group on Monday said it would provide a further
$200 billion over five years from the start of the next decade.

Additional reporting by Agnieszka Barteczko in Warsaw and Wojciech Zurawski in Katowice; Editing by Toby

Chopra
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NASDAQ OMX PHLX, aka The Philadelphia Stock
Exchange, was founded in 1790, making it the first
stock exchange in America.
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