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Entergy Arkansas said it will close the state’s two largest coal-fired power plants, along with
one gas-fired plant, by 2030 as part of a settlement with environmental groups that sued the
utility in federal court for alleged violations of the Clean Air Act (CAA).

The Sierra Club and the Washington, D.C.-based National Parks Conservation Association
(https://www.npca.org/) filed the lawsuit in U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Ar-
kansas on November 16 (https://www.powermag.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/com-
plaint-4_18-cv-854-brw.pdf). The lawsuit said the utility violated the CAA in 2009, when it did
work at the two plants without the proper permits. The environmental groups said the work
caused emissions levels to increase at the plants.

Entergy Arkansas settled the suit later Friday, also agreeing to add renewable resources to its
power generation portfolio. Arkansas Electric Cooperatives Corp. (AECC), which 35% of the
electricity produced by the coal-fired plants, also supports the settlement, said Sandy Byrd, a
spokesman for AECC. The cooperatives were not a party to the lawsuit because Entergy is ma-
jority owner and operator of the plants.

The coal-fired plants slated for closure are the 1,659-MW White Bluff Steam Electric Station in
Redfield, Arkansas, and the 1,678-MW Independence Steam Electric Station near Newark, Ar-
kansas. The utility also said it will close the 528-MW gas-fired Lake Catherine Power Plant in
Malvern, Arkansas, by 2027.

The Sierra Club said the two coal-fired plants are the largest in the U.S. without modern scrub-
bing technology to reduce emissions. Entergy does have low-nitrogen oxide burners at the
plants.

Kurt Castleberry, director of planning and marketing operations for Entergy Arkansas, told the
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette that replacing the coal plants with renewable energy resources is
more cost-effective than spending an estimated $2 billion to install advanced scrubbers at
both plants.

“If you install the scrubber, you’re going to keep the plants running for a long, long time,”
said Castleberry, who said each of the coal plants employs about 100 workers. The utility has
wanted to keep the coal plants running and in recent years has argued in court and in regula-
tory proceedings that the plants were needed to ensure reliable power to the region. But
Castleberry said lower costs for solar power and other renewables make replacing the lost
generation with cleaner energy more prudent.

“It’s a very good economic deal for our customers,” Castleberry said.

Millions in Savings

Glen Hooks, executive director of the Sierra Club in Arkansas, in a conference call with media
said closing the coal plants is “a matter, I think, of being realistic and responsible.” Entergy Ar-
kansas in a statement said the settlement benefits its customers because it avoids millions in
legal costs and also means the utility saves the “hundreds of millions of dollars” in costs to
add more emissions controls to bring the plants in compliance with emissions rules.

Castleberry said the utility could find other uses for the coal and gas plant sites, including
more gas-fired generation. He said a move toward renewable generation also includes utility-
scale batteries.
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Alison Melson, a spokesperson for Entergy Arkansas, said the utility will build new generation
“wherever it makes the most economic sense for our customers.”

The environmental groups in their lawsuit said, “As a result of their coal combustion, both
plants release into the atmosphere significant amounts of air pollution.” Entergy’s air pollu-
tant report to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency said White Bluff emitted 46.2 million
pounds of sulfur dioxide (SO ), 22.8 million pounds of nitrogen oxides (NO ), and 18.3 billion
pounds of carbon dioxide (CO ) in 2017. The report said the Independence plant emitted 39
million pounds of SO , 17.3 million pounds of nitrogen oxide (NO ) and 16 billion pounds of
CO in 2017.

Upgrades Near El Dorado Plant

Most of Entergy’s power generation comes from a 1,988-MW gas-fired plant in El Dorado, Ar-
kansas (https://www.powermag.com/entergy-subsidiaries-buy-four-unit-ccgt-power-plant/).
The utility is in the midst of work in that area, including upgrades to almost three miles of
115kV transmission line, along with equipment in two substations.

Entergy also operates the 1,823-MW Nuclear One plant in Russellville, Arkansas. That plant
earlier this year was cited for poor performance and other problems (https://www.power-
mag.com/three-us-nuclear-plants-get-poor-marks-from-nrc/) in the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission’s annual assessment of the nation’s nuclear fleet. The Union of Concerned Scien-
tists, a public policy group that focuses on environmental and energy issues, earlier this
month put Nuclear One of a list of nearly 30 U.S. nuclear plants it considers at risk of closing
over the next decade due to poor economics.

Entergy as part of Friday’s settlement must ask regulators for approval of 800 MW of renew-
able power generation, though 181 MW of that total already have been approved by the Ar-
kansas Public Service Commission.

—Darrell Proctor is a POWER associate editor (@DarrellProctor1, @POWER magazine).
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AN ICONIC NUCLEAR PLANT SHUTS DOWN

The Oyster Creek Nuclear Generating Station in
New Jersey, the oldest operating nuclear plant in
the U.S., was shut down on September 17, 2018.
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(https://www.powermag.com/oldest-u-s-
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FROM THE WIRE

Beaver Valley Power Station Unit 2 Returns
to Service Following Refueling and
Maintenance Outage
(https://www.powermag.com/from-the-
wire/?rkey=20181114CL73670&filter=15633)
Bechtel Selected to Participate in U.S.
Versatile Test Reactor Program
(https://www.powermag.com/from-the-
wire/?rkey=20181114PH73688&filter=15633)
SMG Advises on Infrastructure M&A
Transaction That Will Benefit All
Stakeholders
(https://www.powermag.com/from-the-
wire/?rkey=20181114PH72879&filter=15633)
NextEra Energy and NextEra Energy Partners
to participate in EEI Financial Conference

Palo Verde Center Selects Kinsley Energy
Systems to Supply Cogeneration System
(https://www.powermag.com/press-
releases/palo-verde-center-selects-kinsley-
energy-systems-to-supply-cogeneration-
system/)
Baker Hughes, GE Announce Series of Long-
Term Agreements
(https://www.powermag.com/press-
releases/baker-hughes-ge-announce-series-
of-long-term-agreements/)
Siemens equipment selected for billion-
dollar crude flexibility project with ADNOC
Refining in UAE
(https://www.powermag.com/press-
releases/siemens-equipment-selected-for-
billion-dollar-crude-flexibility-project-with-
adnoc-refining-in-uae/)
ABB enables world’s first HVDC grid in China
(https://www.powermag.com/press-
releases/abb-enables-worlds-first-hvdc-grid-
in-china/)
Schneider Electric Announces IoT-enabled
Enhancements for EcoStruxure Power
(https://www.powermag.com/press-
releases/schneider-electric-announces-iot-
enabled-enhancements-for-ecostruxure-
power/)More (http://www.powermag.com/press-

releases/)
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and meet with investors throughout
November
(https://www.powermag.com/from-the-
wire/?rkey=20181109FL68090&filter=15633)
Duke Energy Carolinas proposes rate change
for building South Carolina's smarter energy
future (https://www.powermag.com/from-
the-wire/?
rkey=20181108CL67839&filter=15633)

More news (https://www.powermag.com/from-
the-wire/?start=1&filter=15633)

© 2018 Access Intelligence, LLC – All Rights Reserved

UPCOMING EVENTS

POWER-GEN International, 12/04 - 12/06
(https://www.power-gen.com/event-
information/powermag.html?
cmpid=powermag )
3rd Annual Connected Plant Conference,
02/19 - 02/21
(http://connectedplantconference.com)
ELECTRIC POWER, PRESENTED BY POWER
MAGAZINE – 21st ANNUAL, 04/23 - 04/26
(http://www.electricpowerexpo.com)
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